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It is fitting that Year 11 scholar, Lauren Mason,

winner of the girls’ da Vinci shield, STEM student

and embodiment of a Renaissance girl, has secured
herself a week’s work experience in July at CERN, the
European Organisation for Nuclear Research.
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Dedicated to the advancement of human knowledge,
CERN provides a unique range of particle accelerator
facilities to researchers to advance the boundaries

of human knowledge. The Laboratory, established in
1954, has become a prime example of international
collaboration and now, one of our very own
Princethorpians will be helping to uncover what the
universe is made of and how it wﬁ

During her time at CERN, Lauren will job shadow,
glimpsing world class physicists and engineers use the
world’s largest and complex scientific instruments to
study the basic constituents of matter — fundamental
particles.

We wish Lauren all the very best on her exciting voyage
to the CERN laboratory on the Franco-Swiss border near
Geneva and we look forward to hearing all about it when
she gets back. This is sure to be a remarkable experience
for an outstanding student!
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Year 9 pupil, Tom Dodsley, has created a wonderful
independent project following a visit to Italy to experience
Rome, Naples and the ruins of Pompeii. Here you can see the
Colosseum, with windows opening to show more details and
other sites in Rome. A superb project Tom, well done!

The widespread
coverage and
high drama of the
FIFA Women's
World Cup has sparked
football fever across the UK.
Closer to home, our very own Year 9
athlete, Molly Wincott-Thomas, has
had a superb year of sport. Here she
reflects on her achievements so far:

‘I’'ve had a successful year of sport this

year, but | am most proud of getting into the ISA England
National Squad. The trials were held at Bisham Abbey
which had amazing facilities and during the trial | played in
centre midfield for the Midlands / North team and felt that
| controlled the game and played well. Obviously it was
amazing that this was recognised by the selectors and
then to be fast tracked straight in the national squad made
me smile a lot. | am also proud of my in-school sporting
achievements, particularly athletics.
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Florine Fuchss wrote a
superb response to a 12-mark
question in her recent end of

Year 9 Religious Studies exam.

Her answer shows a clear
understanding of the issue,
strong knowledge of different
Christian perspectives and is
thoughtfully expressed. This
was especially impressive
when completed under exam
conditions and with GCSE
style questions. No wonder
she achieved a superb 93%
overall in her exam!

‘If you take someone’s life, you deserve to
have yours taken.’ Discuss.

The Catholic Church believes that in some cases
Capital Punishment could, possibly, be allowed
when innocent people cannot be protected in any
other way. However not all Christians agree with
that. Many Christians believe that Jesus taught
forgiveness, love and kindness. That means a
criminal who has committed murder should get
punished for example by losing their freedom by
going to prison, but should not be killed.

Some Christians in fact believe capital
punishment is a form of murder because it says
in one of the Ten Commandments, ‘Do not kill’.

Some Christians disagree. They say the death
penalty is deserved sometimes. They believe in
retribution, ‘an eye for an eye’, as it says in the
Old Testament. If you take someone’s else’s life,
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They may also agree with the statement because
why should we pay taxes to keep murderers
alive? However, most Christians believe that
killing a criminal will not bring justice to a victim’s
family because killing someone else does not
bring back your loved one.

My conclusion is that | do not agree with the
statement. This is because capital punishment is
also murder. Who gave the government the right
to kill criminal if he/she could be reformed. God
can change anyone’s soul, no matter how evil
they are.

yours should be taken too.

This season has been fast a furious with the term
being so short and events coming up quickly.
Gaining Warwickshire selection for the Combined
Events was great, but it didn't match the events at
Alexander Stadium. We went there for the Midlands
ISA and | came 2nd in the long jump, won the
100m and won the relay for Princethorpe: Three
weeks later | was back to the Nationals where |
represented the Midlands coming 4th in 100m and
2nd in the relay with the Princethorpe Year 9 girls
team. The facilities are amazing and knowing that
both events may not be there again in the future due

to the Commonwealth Games facility development
programme made it even more special.

In the long term though, | want to be a footballer,
that's my passion. | recently took part in the ISFA
U15 Girls Regional Representative Football Festival
and my team won the tournament! | hope this
might mean that | can trial for the national team.
Life is so busy and there is so much to do, but |
just love it. I'm really lucky that my parents are so
supportive and ferry me around everywhere. | would
not be able to do half as much if it wasn't for their
commitment and support’.
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FOOTBALL

Rugby Town: Cup winners and 3rd in the league
Leicester City FC: League winners and

scouted by RTC

Birmingham City (tier 1 U16):

successful after 3 trials and have been

invited to 6 week trial even though | am

ui4

ISFA Girls: played for the Midlands/

North in the regional festival and

selected to the ISFA National squad.

ATHLETICS

4th in Warwickshire at Combined Events

1st in the Midlands ISA at 100m, relay and 2nd
at Long Jump

4th in the 100m and 2nd in the Relay at
Nationals ISA.

NETBALL

2nd in National ISA

HOCKEY

Unbeaten for Princethorpe this season.
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SPANISH

EXPERIENCE

Sixteen brave Year 10 pupils gave up their
half-term break to stay with host families in
Cuenca and attend intensive Spanish classes
at the True Spanish Experience (TSE).

There is no game that better heralds the coming of summer: the
clatter of wickets, the Howzat! and the thock of leather on willow.
For a number of dedicated Princethorpe students, time spent

in the nets and at long weekend fixtures has paid off and we
celebrate their selection to play for county.

Congratulations evenyone!
This is @ great achieuement,

T

County U13

The weather certainly helped — cold and frosty
mornings soon gave way to bright, warm
sunshine and temperatures in the high teens.
Cuenca'is Spain’s third smallest city. Situated
half-way between Madrid and Valencia, Cuenca is

a mix of the old and
‘W feel mone

new. The clifftop old
town has UNESCO Wy@%ﬂt ng
Spanish and

world heritage status
and is famed for the
gained a greaton
% ”

‘casas colgadas’,
or hanging houses,
which are home to
the first abstract art
museum in Spain.
The cobbled streets,
brightly coloured

+ buildings and

. dramatic views over the gorges contrast with the
“modern new town down below. This provided Mr
I_D'Erk_es with-plenty of photo opportunities!

Evéri/ 'moi'ning pupils made their way to lessons
for 9:30. Some were lucky and were dropped off
- by their host family, others had to walk.

Vacanees

nt, LUcy Gribben_, ;
ding piece of writing
ing at |east three
the A-level course-
erencing her notes:
dard of work for a

Year 10 MFL stude

utstan
mpleted an ot
comp e holiday us

This is a sU
GCSE student.

The group was split into two classes with
‘profesores’ Rafa and Pablo. Pupils learnt about
aspects of Spanish culture and key vocabulary to
help prepare for the afternoon ‘experiencia’. For
example, pupils practised language associated
with Spanish food and mealtimes, devised their
own recipes and then priced them up by visiting
a greengrocers, butchers and fishmongers. Later
that day they visited the Cuenca cookery school
and made Spanish omelette and gazpacho
manchego. Cookery tip —add mini cream-
crackers to the soup and after 10 minutes they
turn into pasta. jQué rico!

Other highlights included a Flamenco lesson, an
abstract art workshop, ‘churros con chocolate’
and a tour of the graffiti neighbourhood behind
the school. All pupils received a certificate for their

progress in Spanish and v

were complimented by rﬂ (677/7 ﬂw@

TSE on their proficiency P ,

but also their positive new sduations
S will be ofe”

attitudes to learning,
especially during their own
half-term holiday time.

On the final day they
visited the main sites
in Madrid and got to
see Picasso’s famous
‘Guernica’ as well

as doing a spot of
sunbathing in the Retiro Park.

Mrs Parsons did all the hard work organising the
trip and ran a weekly lunchtime club for a term

to help prepare the pupils. Mr Darkes and Mrs
Keenan accompanied them and both agree that
it is one of the best groups they have ever taken
away. Pupils were thrown in at the deep end and
showed excellent coping skills not just with their
Spanish but also settling in to a new environment
with complete strangers. And they walked a lot

more than normal —
50 miles on average ”;ﬂt gazed, /A
chance to practise

for the week!
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Winner

Congratulations to Year 8 pupll Amselie
Friess who has impressed local judges
10 win the Siratford Lterary Festival's

Falix Dennis Young Poets Competition.

Armilis winsg a prize of E200 and vwaill Fusse e work published in tha 2019 Young

Posts Collection.

This s the firs! indegandent compatitssn that Amale has enlend, athowgh she
has previoushy taken part in Haden 2's 500 wonds wilh her school whan she was

yoLsger,

Armalia aaid, “1 am immensaly proud, | was
radily surprised when | heard. | take part in a
WwWnting workshop outside of schodl and we
had baen writing poatry. After reading one
of frry poama iy lascher encouraged ma

1o eniter the compeatition 80 | did, but 1o be
honest than | almaost forgat about A, | really

couldn’t bediensa it wihen | woen™

b s wandenfiif she has
had Aen wank

in duuch a well-neganded
pochy campelitisn.

Tha Fel; Dennis Young Poats Compatition marks the legacy of poet Felix Dennis
who was A graal supporier of the Siraiford Literary Festival. The comgpatition is
heid in his memaoey and 10 encourage Young wiiters and poats. Amelie entedred the

11=-18 yoars S8 Jroup categon.

Enghah Tescher, Macola Borman oommented, “Ths i3 excelen news, Amabs & &
famtastic wriler and i s wonderful aha has had har work recognisad m soch & wall-

regarded poetry compatition,”
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too. This Yoar @ student is
definitaly one to watch, We
asked Ban to summarise his

term of athlotbos:
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.F-'l'ii:llar'n:s Champicnships in August

Despite a massive amount of rain and wind
I have had a great term of athletics. | have
compated in many events keading 1o me gaining
8 Warwlckshire County place. My best times ana
in the 100m and 200m sprints. | have also bean
taking part in 4 1 00m relay tearres, Back in May,

| competed in the 154 Bidlands at tha Alexandes
Stadum in Bimngham. Although | placed sacond
im the 100 with & tima of 11.6 seconds, | did
manage a first in 200m which led 10 me attending
tha 154 National avant with tha Princeathormpss Junior
Bovs reday team. Tha 200m was a wery close raca
from the stort and ended up Baing a photo finksh
For o whila, | wasn't sume whather | had come first or
second, Luckily ior me, | was champion with o mew
Mational Record of 23.51 seconds and a qualitying
tirma for the: English Schools compeatifion, As

& rasult of my 100m and 200m times. F'va also
managed to quality 1o compate in tha Engl:lm:l
Alietics Catdoar Champsonships and the

Yoar 7 were treated 1o a wonderful cross cultural experience
o9 Intermational Masters Stodents. from the University of«
Warwick engaged them in g wonderful
marning ol Storrieling. The LA
stidems art resnlsching the benetits
_ of Dy 0 Educalion and yesar
7 irrassadd therm with Bl
wTing it and engagament.
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FIGHTING
RIGHTS

Year 10 student, Sebastian
Dibb, scored 24/24 in a recent
timed sssessment for History,
Sebastian demonsirated o
wvery high level of thinking snd
(41579 MEpnsa 4 an exarmple
of excellence, Well done
Sebontian.
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Conor Fernandez is a bright,
hard-working Year 10 History
student. Here he considers Dien
Bien Phu’s victory, writing from
General Giap’s perspective:

Q: Was Dién Bien Phi an easy victory
because the French made so many mistake

Giap: It’s not as simple as that. We believed that in the French camp, French
general staff and the military chiefs were well informed. They’d weighed

up the pros and cons, and according to their forecasts, Dién Bien Ph( was
impregnable. It has to be said that at the beginning of the autumn of ‘53,

for example, when our political headquarters were planning our autumn and
winter campaigns, there was no mention of Dién Bien

Pha. Why? Because, the Navarre plan didn’t mention it

either. They had a whole series of maneuvers planned.

For us, the problem was that Navarre wanted to retain

the initiative whereas we wanted to seize it. There is a

contradiction that exists in a war of aggression whereby |

you must disperse your forces to occupy a territory but

rally your mobile forces for offensive action. We took .

advantage of this contradiction and forced Navarre to

disperse his forces. That’s how it all started. We ordered

our troops to advance in several directions, directions of key importance to
the enemy although their presence wasn’t significant. So, the enemy had
no choice but to disperse their troops. We sent divisions north, northwest,
toward the center, towards Laos; other divisions went in other directions. So,
to safeguard Laos and the northwest, Navarre had to parachute troops into
Dién Bien Ph(, and that’s what happened at Dién Bien Phi. Before then, no
one had heard of Dién Bien Ph(. But afterwards, well that’s history, isn’t it?
French General Staff only planned to parachute in enough troops to stop us
advancing on the northwest and Laos.

Little by little, they planned to transform

Dién Bien PhU into an enormous

concentration camp, a fortified camp,

the most powerful in

Indochina. They planned

to draw our forces, break

us, crush us, but the

opposite took place.

On Wednesday 1 May, | was privileged
enough to be selected to visit JLR with my
parents. Expecting that my parents had it
easy at work, my idea was, they talked a
bit, but mostly they just sat around a big
board room table eating Haribo’s like in
the Haribo advert. | was spellbound to find
out none of that happened.

In the proximity of just one day | found out
many things about JLR.

1. They don’t sit around eating Haribo’s.

2. Everyone contributes to the great
outcome of JLR cars.

3. Everyone works extremely hard yet still
loves their job and what they do.

My schedule was an average day at JLR,

a fun day, and a great experience for me.
They don’t just put on an act for kids to see,
they act like you're one of them. You get to
visit new cars they have started to build,

sit in new prototypes, hear about accident

A e stories like a guy whacking their shin on a
tow bar. You get to visit 3D printer rooms.

-

Year 10 Drama pupils Fern Boston and Jennifer Brown
wish to thank their audience as they raised more than
£80 for their chosen charity Child Bereavement UK.
‘The girls directed and produced a wonderful evening of
entertainment with extracts from Dickens and Shakespeare
and the main event An Idiot's Guide to Haunting!

We are so very proud of our lower school Drama Club
and technical team for collaborating to put on a wonderful
evening.
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You get to find out how JLR have such a
great reputation, how they have really good
sponsorships, how they are trying every day
to appeal to new customers, such as they
have been working with Red Cross for

65 years and recently they launched a car
which has a roof for a drone to fly out of, so
the Red Cross workers can drive and track
down people at the same time.

Over all | thoroughly enjoyed my visit to
JLR, now having the knowledge of what my
parents ACTUALLY
do at JLR all day
and discovering
what | might like

to do with my

life in future,

like a degree
apprenticeship...
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